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To the Editor:
The Journal News printed a letter from some members of Town  Supervisor Feiner’s Fire Consolidation Committee alleging that the Greenville Fire District (GFD) “stonewalled” them by refusing to release documentation requested under Freedom of Information Laws.  These claims are unfounded. 
This Feiner-appointed Committee (consisting of one Greenville resident out of a total of nine final members) requested payroll tax withholding and other personal data which the law does not classify as public information - its release would violate privacy laws.  The overtime detail they requested is available in quarterly records, not summarized at year end, and therefore impossible to provide in a limited number of pages.  Nevertheless, the Committee insisted on the year-end data - fewer pages, and, obviously, less detailed data.  Although the published letter states that the data ultimately submitted by Greenville “contained the information requested”, the Committee’s Final Report states of Greenville:  “Other overtime ...was not quantifiable due to data not being available.”  The Committee attempted to push the district to meet privately to “explain” the documentation provided, yet failed to attend any of the twelve regular public meetings and two budget hearings where detailed information is provided and question and answer sessions occur.

GFD prides itself on being open and transparent, welcomes independent objective review and provides comprehensive financial information on its website.  Blaming the “victim” here is a cheap attempt to hide the committee’s true agenda:  waging war on Greenburgh’s fire districts by entrenched political powers seeking to deflect attention from their own dismal record.
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